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An Open Letter to President 
Reagan and General Secretary 
Gorbachev 
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Your Excellencies,' 

May we take the liberty 
of addressing your Excellen¬ 
cies through this open letter 
on the occasion of your 
historic meeting in Geneva 
on 19 and 20 November. No 
summit of political leaders 
has ever evoked such great 
expectations and interest in 
the international commu¬ 
nity. No meeting between 
the leaders of the two most 
powerful nations has taken 
place at such a crucial time 
in world history. It is the 
human predicament of our 
times, reflected in anxiety 
about the very survival of 
humanity, and the awesome 
power and responsibility that 
your two nations hold that 
make this occasion one with¬ 
out parallel. 

As a Council of Churches 


organization whose basis is 
faith in God, we underline 
the profound moral and 
ethical considerations that 
need to preside in the dis¬ 
cussion on the present state 
of affairs which tends to 
endanger creation itself. It 
is out of such considerations 
which are shared widely 
that we remind you of the 
obligations that your Exce¬ 
llencies have not only to the 
people of your two nations 
but to the whole world. We 
have requested our churches 
in all parts of the world to 
remember the meeting in 
their prayers. 

We sincerely believe that 
your Excellencies can now 
take concrete steps towards 
peace. The nature of the 
relationship between your 
countries has such profound 


and vitiated and the sovere¬ 
ignty and independence of 
many nations affected 
because of the present state 
of international relations. 
Even a small measure of 
understanding between your 
nations can go a long way 
in reducing tensions and 
creating conditions for 
justice and peace. Can an 
end not be put to the lang¬ 
uage of belligerence and 
the idiom and style of cold 
war? 

Your meeting takes place 
on the occasion of the for - 
tieth anniversary of the 
United Nations, at the foun¬ 
ding of which the hope was 
expressed that there would 
be an end to military allian¬ 
ces, competition for sphe¬ 
res of influence and balance 
of power. It is only natural 
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with more than 400 million 
people in our constituency 
living in countries in East 
and West, North and South, 
we are constantly made 
aware of the precariousness 
of the situation in different 
parts of the world and the 
deteriorationjn international 
relations in general. We 
share the agony of millions 
suffering] from injustice, war 
and threats of war. As an 


implications for the whole 
world that any improvement 
in your relations will have 
salutary effects in many 
situations. We may point 
out here one example, viz. 
the Middle East. There are 
others also of great impor¬ 
tance. But today, unfortun¬ 
ately, genuine efforts for 
justice and '.self-determina - 
tion in many .of the develo - 
pingj]regionSjVare'j]distotred 


that we all remind ourselves 
how far the world has fallen 
short not only of the ideals 
but :of the commitments 
made by major nations. 

The international comm¬ 
unity will be focussing its 
attention especially on what 
will be discussed at the 
summit with regard to the 
arms race, particularly the 
nuclear arms race. The 
(Coutinued page 7) 
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An Open Letter to President 
Reagan and General Secretary 
Gorbachev 

...-••...■••From Page 2 


willingness of the United 
States to pursue negotia¬ 
tions on nuclear weapons 
has been appreciated. To 
instil confidence in millions 
who are yearning for a cre¬ 
dible gfesture for peace, an 
agreement between your 
countries in principle on a 
comprehensive test-ban 
treaty is essential at this 
stage. In this connection 
we welcome the current 
unilateral moratorium by the 
Soviet Union and express 
the hope that it will be 
extended by the Soviet 
Union and reciprocated by 
‘the United States so that 
negotiations on a test-ban 
treaty can be finalized. 

We are also deeply con¬ 
cerned about the increasing 
danger of militarization of 
outer space, bringing the 
world perhaps to the edge 
of the most far-reaching 
military threshold since the 
beginning of the atomic age. 
From the history of the arms 
race it is known that the only 
^v3y to avoid a new race is 


to prevent its start. Once 
the race is under way, 
agreement becomes fa 
more difficult and the win¬ 
ner enjoys only a few in¬ 
secure moments of victory 
before the other side catches 
up. So we earnestly hope 
that the discussions at the 
summit will lead to a banr 
on weapons in the new the¬ 
atre of outer space. 

You may be assured that 
millions will support you in 
every step that you take to¬ 
wards peace. May we ex¬ 
press the hope that your 
meeting will lead to a nwe 
period marked by improved 
relations between your 
nations and a spirit of co¬ 
operation so that together 
your Excellencies will con¬ 
tribute towards justice and 
peace in the world. 

We pray for God's guid¬ 
ance in the deliberations. 
Emilio Castro 
General Secretary 
World Council of 

Churches 
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